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NRO REVIEW COMPLETED - 5 August 1558

\

PROJECT CORONA

1. Under date of 15 April 1953 an sutline {docunent nunber COR-0H13)
of ths above Fraject, Including an estinunte of its cost, was subnitted for
the appraval of bigher autherity after discuseloa with the senior afficers of
the srganizations concerned. The desired approval sas grasted and was
acesmpanied with the specilic instructisn thai all funding fer developa.ont
and precurement of sardwars for COROKA mmust coms frox: (a) the Ceatval
Intelligence Agency, and (b} the Advanced Research Proaject Agenc;,. Fard;
88 & result of ihis instructiss and partl;y because the assuwnptions uader!;iag
the final sstimates in the Praject outllas were incerrectl; stated, it appears
desizradls to present a revised estinuate at this tiue,

1. The Preject sulline contained the follawing estizates and state.sents
with respect to finpacing:

&. That covert procuremient of the for twelve COROMA
vehicles weuld reguire which weuld be provided
by the ClA,

b, That twelve Ther {firat stage) boosters and m&ﬁ 4 second
stage vakicles would cost a5 the
basis of a rather arbitrary sllowance of por cowmplated
vehicle.

e, That this precurement of vohicles would be finasced for the
most part by ARPA fhrough the Air Forca but that there was spe
quesiian conceraing the allocation of the cost of ths Ther Loosters.

d. That in an; case the whole cost of the basic vebicles {bul not
of s payisads) would be funded within then approved prograias,

3. The following are the specific circunsmnces that now require
revision of tie foregsing statexents:
COR <0064
Copy No, 8/
SECRET

Approved For Release 2002/08/20 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000600110020-2

25X1

25X1
25X1:




25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

Approved For Release 2002/08/20 : CIA-RDP63- 00313A000600110020 2

- SECREL

a2l e

The sliowance gquoted in paragraph 1.b. above of
par unit {or the cost of the vehicles was incorrect. 1His
s was fursiehed for inclusion in the Preject outline on the

assumpiion that the Alr Ferce would abesrd the cost of Thor boosters.
| is the unit cost of the Leckheed secend slage
vehicls omnly. That of the Ther is
Accardiagly, the true cost of each completed vebicle, Incl firat
and second stages (but excluding payload) amounts teo |

b, The instruction refarred o in paragraph 1. above ruled oui

MWduym:ndMb’ﬁ-AH ¥Forcs. Acceor iy,
the cost to AR m&«-mu
iastead of 8 statad in the Pr M

€. In additien to the 12 Ther/117L velicles which will be equipped
with CORONA recoverabls recounaissance payleads, some 7 sadditionnt
tsunchings of the sams basic vehicle are programoed, (Two)ef these
witl be instrumentad vehicles for second stage prepulsion asnd guldance
mzdu have 8¢ their primapry purpose the testing of the recover-
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